
 

 

               ST. VINCENT AND THE GRENADINES 

                               MARITIME ADMINISTRATION 

 

CIRCULAR N° SOL 078 

REVISED IMO GUIDELINES FOR THE CONSTRUCTION, INSTAL LATION, 
MAINTENANCE AND INSPECTION/SURVEY OF MEANS OF EMBAR KATION 

AND DISEMBARKATION  

(MSC.1/Circ.1331/Rev.1)  

TO: SHIPOWNERS, SHIP MANAGERS, MASTERS, 
RECOGNIZED ORGANIZATIONS, SHIPBUILDERS AND 
MANUFACTURERS  

APPLICABLE TO: 

 

All ships subject to SOLAS, Chapter II-1 

  

EFFECTIVE AS FROM: 1 July 2026 
 

  

 

Date: 2 February 2026 

The IMO has adopted MSC.1/Circ.1331/Rev.1, revising guidelines for the construction, installation, 
maintenance, and inspection of means of embarkation and disembarkation, effective 1 July 2026. Key 
updates include stricter safety requirements for rigging, such as mandatory life jackets and harnesses, 
new side-net options, and updated ISO standards for equipment to reduce risks.  
 
Key aspects of the revised guidelines (MSC.1/Circ.1331/Rev.1) are as follows:  

1. Applicability  
The provisions of this Circular apply to ships constructed on or after 1 January 2010 with respect to 
construction and installation requirements. The provisions related to maintenance and inspection 
apply to all ships, irrespective of date of construction. 

2.Safety Measures 
When rigging the accommodation ladder, gangway, and associated safety nets, crew members shall 
wear appropriate personal protective equipment, including life jackets and safety harnesses. 

3.Safety Nets and Side Nets 
The revised guidelines introduce the option of using side nets fitted to accommodation ladders as an 
alternative to a conventional safety net. A safety net is not required where the risk of falling through 
the sides of the means of embarkation and disembarkation is effectively mitigated by a rigid top railing 
of not less than 1 metre in height, and where a side net is rigged between the railing and the base of 
the accommodation ladder, including the upper and lower platforms. 

All safety nets and/or side nets shall be subject to regular inspection and maintenance and shall be 
replaced when found to be defective or no longer fit for purpose. When not in use, nets shall be properly 
stowed in well-ventilated spaces and protected from exposure to direct sunlight and chemical 
contamination. 



 
4.Design Standards 
Updated ISO standards are required as per the table below: 
 

Installation Date of 
equipment  

Ship Construction 
Date  

Recommended 
Construction  Standard  

Equipment  

Before 1 July 2026 On or after 1 January 
2010  

ISO 5488:1979 Accommodation ladders 
ISO 7061:1993 Aluminium shore gangways 
ISO 7364:1983 Accommodation ladder winches 

On or after 1 July 
2026  

On or after 1 January 
2010  

ISO 5488:2015  Accommodation ladders  
ISO 7061:2015 or 2024  Aluminium shore gangways  
ISO 7364:2016  Accommodation ladder winches  

On or after 1 July 
2026  

Before 1 January 2010  *ISO 5488:1979 or 2015  Accommodation ladders  
*ISO 7061:1993, 2015 or 2024  Aluminium shore gangways  
*ISO 7364:1983 or 2016  Accommodation ladder winches  

* If reasonable and practicable  
 
4.1Handling the Principle of “Reasonable and Practi cable”  
It is recognised that full compliance may not always be possible due to the ship’s design, structure, or 
operational limitations. In such cases, the principle of “reasonable and practicable” may be accepted, 
provided that equivalent safety is demonstrated and risks are adequately addressed. Any alternative 
arrangement and compensating measures must be reviewed by the Recognised Organisation and 
authorised by the Administration. This acceptance is to be formally documented and kept in the vessel’s 
technical records. 
 
5.Examination and operational test during surveys r equired by SOLAS regulations 1/7 and 8  
MSC.1/Circular.1331/Rev.1 provides clarification through amendments to the testing requirements for 
accommodation ladders, gangways and winches, as follows: 

1. The five-yearly testing of accommodation ladders and gangways shall be carried out as a 
static test using the maximum working load. 

2. In addition to the static load test, the winch of an accommodation ladder shall be functionally 
tested during the five-yearly examination by raising and lowering the accommodation ladder 
in an unloaded condition. 

3. All tests shall be conducted with the ladder or gangway arranged in the horizontal position. 
During testing, the accommodation ladder shall be suspended by its wire(s) and supported by 
the winch. 

6.Load testing guidance  
For further guidance about load testing, please refer to MSC.1/Circular.1331/Rev.1 Section 5.3 
“Tests”.  
 
7.Actions by the shipowners, ship operators, master s and officers 
Shipowners, ship operators, masters, officers, shipbuilders and manufacturers are advised to ensure 
that the above guidelines are duly observed, as applicable. 
 

 

Annexes to this circular:  

- MSC.1/Circ.1331/Rev.1 
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